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ESTATE PLANNING

Carolyn Vondriska

If tragedy strikes, a little planning goes a long way
Most parents have
thought about who will
raise their minor children if they die. Some
of us have even told our
families and friends
who among them we
would want to step in.
But is that enough? It is
not. It is imperative
that we parents understand how the process
works and that we take
the easy steps to ensure
that our wishes will be
known.
First, we need to

accept that we are not
immune from tragedy
at any age. While death
may be more likely for
the elderly, its consequences are often more
severe when it strikes
parents of minor children. Thus, it is a critical parenting responsibility to prepare for our
deaths. One component of that responsibility is to nominate
guardians for our children — for their
persons and for their

estates.
By way of background, a guardian of
the person is someone
who steps in as parent
in the event that both
parents die. This is the
person who will raise
your
children,
providing them with a
safe, supportive and
loving
home.
A
guardian of the estate is
someone (often the
same person as the
guardian of the person,
but not always) who

will look after their
property and finances,
if any.
Do we get to choose
these individuals? We
do not. Rather, if we
die, a judge will appoint
them after investigating and determining
what the court deems
to be in the children’s
best
interest. The
power and responsibility we parents have is
to nominate guardians
for our children, in
writing, so that the

court will know our
wishes. No one better
understands the needs
of our children and the
parenting styles of our
family and friends than
we do. But, unless we
put our choices down
in writing, the court
will choose from the
pool of our family and
friends, without any
input from us.
This is a roll of the
dice that no parent
should make. The
activities and stressors

of daily life are ready
excuses
to
avoid
accomplishing what
needs to be done. A
three-page, relatively
inexpensive document
that can change the
course of our children’s
lives is well worth the
time and energy to
execute.
Carolyn J. Vondriska
is the mother of three
young children and an
estate
planning
attorney with Waite,
Jacobs & Atkinson, Ojai.

how we press on to the
call of our lives.
During the 8 a.m. and
9:15 a.m. services, the
Praise Team Choir will
sing “By Your Grace.” At
the 10:45 a.m. service,
the Chancel Choir will
perform “Sing Unto the
Lord,” and during the
offertory
pianist
Raymond Egan will play
“Sonata in Bb K. 281 (2.
Andante).”
Three morning services are offered. The first
is a contemporary

service at 8 a.m. The
second service at 9:15
a.m., is a contemporary
service with Sunday
School for nursery
through eighth grade. At
10:45 a.m. a traditional
service is held.
The
Presbyterian
Church is at 304 Foothill
Road. Call 646-1437 for
information.

RELIGION BRIEFS
First Church of Christ,
Scientist
“Probation
After
Death” is the subject of
this Sunday’s lesson at
the Christian Science
Church, based on a
passage from Matthew:
“Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou
hast been faithful over a
few things, I will make
thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.” The
church service and
Sunday school begin at
10 a.m. Testimonial
meetings
are
held
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
All are welcome. The
church is at the corner
of Oak and Blanche
streets in Ojai.
A Christian Science
Library and Bookstore
for the community at
206-J N. Signal St. is
open
Monday,
Wednesday and Friday
from noon to 3 p.m.,
offering a wealth of
publications and a quiet
place to read.
Call 646-4901 for
information.
St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church
St. Thomas Aquinas

Church is at 185 St.
Thomas Drive, Ojai.
Daily Mass is celebrated
at 9 a.m., Monday to
Friday, and Saturday at 8
a.m. Sunday Mass is at
7:30 and 9:30 a.m. in
English and 11:30 a.m.
in Spanish. The Rev.
Tom Verber, OSA, is the
parish pastor, assisted
by Fernando Lopez,
OSA.
Sunday readings will
be Sirach 5:12-14 , 1618, Psalm 34:2-3, 19, 23,
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
and Luke 18:9-14.
All Saints Day Holy
Day
of
Obligation
Masses will be celebrated Nov. 1 at 9 a.m.
and 7 p.m. (bilingual)).
All Souls Day Mass will
be celebrated Nov. 2 at
the 7:30 p.m. Vigil,
followed by a reception;
bring a flower in
remembrance of your
loved one. Masses will
also be celebrated at 8

a.m. and 5 p.m. that day.
Call 646-4338 for more
information.
Symphony of Life
Spiritual Center
The Symphony of Life
Spiritual Center practices the teachings of
Ernest Holmes and the
Science
of
Mind,
“Change Your Thinking,
Change Your Life.”
People of all ages, faiths,
lifestyles and ethnicities
are welcome, knowing
there is only one God
within all.
This Sunday, the Rev.
Marilyn Miller will
speak on “Your Powerful
Imagination.” Services
are held Sundays at 10
a.m. with a pre-service
meditation; the service
starts at 10:30 a.m. at
the Ojai Valley Woman’s
Club, 441 E. Ojai Ave. A
Young Masters Youth
Program
is
also
provided for ages 4 to
11. Call 715-9796 for

more details.
St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church
St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church worships the
Lord with joy and
laughter, good music,
short sermons and free
coffee. Holy Eucharist is
held at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m.
Centering Prayer is
held Thursdays at 7 p.m.
The outdoor labyrinth is
open daily for meditation.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church is at the corner
of Bristol Road and Ojai
Avenue. For information, call 646-1885.
Ojai Presbyterian
Church
Ojai
Presbyterian
Church welcomes all
who wish to come and
worship with them. This
Sunday the congregation will continue to
study Paul’s letter to the
Philippians, looking at

Gladstone Counseling Center
Announces

Patti Michaels, M.A. PSB #35941
Doctoral Candidate

Now offering

Substance Abuse Education Classes and Treatments
for Individuals, Couples, Families and Organizations

Supervised by Dr. Bruce W. Gladstone
646-9724 Offices in the Seville Bldg., 530 W. Ojai Ave., Suite 208

OJAI GARAGE DOOR
805-646-1055

Read after-print
and late-breaking
news online.
ojaivalleynews.com

Call today!

Your local source for all your Garage Door needs!
Mention this ad for $10.00 off

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
VACANCY NOTICE
APPLY BY NOVEMBER 1, 2013
Notice is hereby given that the terms of office for some
volunteers on the Planning Commission will end December
31, 2013. For detailed information about the Planning
Commission and to get an application visit the city’s web site
at www.ci.ojai.ca.us (Choose City Government, City
Commissions) or contact Rhonda Basore at
basore@ci.ojai.ca.us/805-646-5581x120.
s/ Rhonda K. Basore, City Clerk
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